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Abstract

This study examines the representations of women within extremist contexts
through a comparative analysis of the early Kharijite model and contemporary
extremist organizations influenced by Kharijite ideology. It aims to analyze the
image of women constructed by extremist discourse, explore the roles assigned
to them, and identify the discrepancy between ideological rhetoric and practical
application. Employing a comparative descriptive-analytical methodology, the
study examines historical accounts of early Kharijite women alongside
contemporary extremist literature, media publications, and organizational
practices. The findings reveal that contemporary extremist discourse portrays
women through narratives of empowerment, protection, religious commitment,
and agency to facilitate recruitment and ideological commitment. However,
these representations ultimately reduce women to functional roles that serve the
preservation and expansion of extremist organizations through recruitment,
indoctrination, propaganda, logistical support, and the reproduction of future
generations. The comparative analysis further demonstrates that, whereas early
Kharijite women occasionally exercised visible military and leadership roles,
contemporary extremist groups largely confine women's participation to
organizational and ideological functions despite claims of empowerment. The
study also identifies a structural contradiction between the discourse of dignity,
protection, and participation promoted by extremist ideologues and the practical
realities of subordination, instrumentalization, and ideological manipulation
experienced by women within these movements. It concludes that extremist
narratives concerning women are primarily organizational constructs rather
than authentic representations of Islamic teachings and recommends greater
scholarly attention to correcting distorted religious concepts related to women
in counter-extremism discourse.

Keywords: women, extremist discourse, Kharijites, extremist organizations,
radicalization, Islamic political thought.
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East and the Islamic World 13, no. 2 (2015): 246-55 (self-fulfillment and escape from social
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% Majallat al-Khansa’, unnumbered issue, 6-8; Aba Usamah al-Gharib, al-Muhkam fi
Hijrat al-Mar’ah min Ghayr Mahram (Mu’assasat al-Ghuraba’ lil-I'lam, 1st ed., 1435
AH/2014 CE), 10-12; “Madha Yurid al-Mujahidan? Risalah ila Ahlina fi al-'Iraq wa-
al-Sham” (Maktabat al-Himmah, n.d.).
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67 Loretta Napoleoni, al-Dawlah al-Islamiyyah (Da'ish) wa-I'adat Tarsim Hudad al-
Sharq al-Awsat, 84-85; Hisham al-Hashimi, ‘Alam Da ‘ish min al-Nash’ah ila I‘lan al-
Khilafah (London: Dar al-Hikmah, 1st ed., 2015), 272.
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%8 Umm Sumayyah al-Muhajirah, “La Hunna Hillun Lahum wa-La Hum Yahillina
Lahunna,” translated from Dabig. See also “Sabaya Am ‘Ahirat?” and “Jihad La Qital
Fih,” both by Umm Sumayyah in Dabig, no. 4 (Dha al-Hijjah 1435 AH), al-Markaz al-
I'lami li-Tanzim Da‘ish.
5 el ol Ll alin Jaily GgiS] oo cls 82 o wrie 3l i ol LA 04l a Vg b > 8 Y 1l
21435 i g5 rels o SV SA b saddl L als e 3ls e 3 LANS) e oY ad JIBY sler Ul
69 Tbn al-Athir, al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, 4:16; al-Mubarrad, al-Kamil, 3:206-7; al-Ash‘ari,
Magqalat al-Islamiyyin, 1:174; al-Shahrastani, al-Milal wa-al-Nihal, 1:135; al-Malati, al-
Tanbih wa-al-Radd, 52.
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70 Rif‘at Sayyid Ahmad, Da‘ish: Khilafat al-Dam wa-al-Nar, 105.
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7t Manshiir al-Sabi: Ahkam wa-Masa'il (Maktabat al-Himmah), 283. See also “Ihya’ al-

Riqq,” Dabig; and Su'al wa-Jawab fi al-Sabi wa-al-Riqab, Diwan al-Buhtath wa-allfta’ of

the Islamic State, 2nd ed., 1436 AH.
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72 Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 AH), Majmi " al-Fatawa, compiled by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn

Qasim (Medina: Mujamma* al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, 1st ed., 1416

AH), 13:209.
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7 Ibn Taymiyyah, Minhdj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah fi Naqd Kalam al-Shi‘ah wa-al-
Qadariyyah, ed. Muhammad Rashad Salim (Riyadh: Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn
Su'ad al-Islamiyyah, 1406 AH), 5:248.
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74 Al-Zirikli, al-A ‘lam, 7:341; al-Shahrastani, al-Milal wa-al-Nihal, 1:140-41; al-Baghdadj,
al-Farq Bayna al-Firaq, 245.
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75 Al-Shahrastani, al-Milal wa-al-Nihal, 1:141; al-Baghdadsi, al-Farq Bayna al-Firag, 245.
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76 Fathi and Khosrokhavar, Jihad al-Nisa': Limadha Ikhtarna Da ‘ish, 104.
104 o jgltgrs slay aadle o b ols i) BU el sl 18ty jLassl
77 Iman al-Bugha, Ana Da ‘ishiyyah Qabla an Tijad Da ish, 6.
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78 Abt Usamah al-Gharib, al-Muhkam fi Hijrat al-Mar ah min Ghayr Mahram, 7-15.
See also: “Risalah min al-Liwa’ 66 al-Muharrar bi-Rif Hamah”; Taha Subhi Falah, Inna
Rabbaka La-bi-al-Mirsad (audio recording, al-Furqan Media Foundation, May 11, 2015);
Fa-sharrid Bihim man Khalfahum, no. 2 (video, Mu’assasat al-I'tisam, 1435 AH); Hamid
al-Zawi, ‘Umala’” Kadhdhabin (audio, al-Furqan Media Foundation, May 12, 2009); and
Qul Ja’ al-Haqq wa-Zahaqa al-Batil (audio, al-Furqan Media Foundation, May 26, 2010).
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