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A Critical Study of the Methodology of Joseph Schacht in Hadith’s
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Abstract

In general, the results of research studies conducted by
Professor Joseph Schacht and his fellows on criticism of
A padith are contradictory with the results of Muslim
Scholars. Muslim Scholars, point of view is that Mu Faddithin
have opposed, with full power, the condemnable tries for
fabrication of A fadith. Valuable principles for the
identification of authentic and unauthentic traditions were
the result of the struggles done by Mu paddithin. With the
help of these principles the categorization of A padith came
in to practical. Professor Joseph Schacht argues that the
material presented as A padith and Sunna of Prophet by
Muslim scholars is the production of later times. According
to his point of view, there is no authentic adith in the bulk
of traditions and if assumed that there are few authentic,
they are also mixed up with unauthentic and there is no
possibility of identification of authentic one. This study is a
try to identify the mistakes of his research approach.
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"In connexion with the whittling down of the meaning of

sunna to the practic of the Prophet it is important to
observe that the Sunna madiya is not, as Dr Schacht
translates, a 'Past Sunna' but an established practice of
the present going back to the past, and so we should read
in three places a present sunna going back to the
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"The word sunna literally means a way, rules, or

conduct of life. It has been used in pre-Islamic poetry as
well as in the Qur'an in the same sense. Anyone can
establish a suuna, good or bad, if it is followed by
others. As the life of the Prophet was the model for all
Msulims to follow, the expression "suuna of the
Prophet" came into use in the life of the Prophet and
was even used by him. Sometimes the norms drawn
analogically from the practice or the sayings of the

Prophet were also called suuna."’
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"Since many new sources with Musa material have come

to light and have been made accessible in recent years,
and since recent research has strongly challenged or even
wholly refuted schacht's theories the time seems to be

ripe for a renewed examination of the muntakhab."*’
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This tradition has come down to us, and if it were
accompanied by a practice passed to those from whom we
have taken it over by their own predecessors, it would be
right to follow it. But in fact it is like those other traditions
which are not accompanied by practice. Here Ibn Qasim
gives examples of tradition from the Prophet and from
Companions. But these things could not assert themselves
and take root (Lam tashtadd wa-lam taqwa), the practice
was different, and the whole community and the
Companions themselves acted on other rules. So the
traditions remained neither discredited (in Principle) nor

adopted in practice (ghair mukadhdhab bih wa-la ma'mul
bih), and actions were ruled by other traditions which

were accompanied by practice.”
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"That the 'practice' existed first and traditions from the

Prophet and from Companions appeared later, is clearly
stated in Mud. iv. 28, where Ibn Qasim gives a theoretical
justification of the medinese point of view."*°
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Traditions originating between "Ibrahim Nakha'i" and Abu
Hanif
A certain tradition from the Prophet is unknown to
Ibrahim (Athar Shaib. 22), known to Abu Hanifa
without isnad (Athar A.Y.251), and appears with a full
isnad in Muw.i.275; Muw. Shaib. 122; Tr. II, 19(g) and in
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"This leaves us with the thorny question as to which of the

two versions is more original, the longer one preserved by
Al Waqidi or Al Zuhri's shorter one? As said above
following the ideas of ]. Schacht there is a tendency in
Western Hadith Scholarship to regard the shorter
traditions as being the older ones. In my view there is no
plausibble reason why such a generalization should be
accepted. Detailed narratives may be as old as shorter
ones and after the later one obviously abbreviations of the

former."*°
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